CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT
URBAN PLANNING AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION DIVISION

STAFF REPORT

Community Planning and Preservation Commission
Certificate of Appropriateness Request

Report to the Community Planning and Preservation Commission from the Urban Planning and Historic
Preservation Division, Planning and Development Services Department, for Public Hearing and Executive
Action scheduled for Tuesday, May 11, 2021, beginning at 2:00 p.m., in Council Chambers of City Hall,
175 Fifth St. N., St. Petersburg, Florida. Everyone is encouraged to view the meetings on TV or online at
www.stpete.org/meetings.

UPDATE: COVID-19

Procedures will be implemented to comply with the CDC guidelines during the Public Hearing, including
mandatory face coverings and social distancing, with limitations on the number of attendees within
Council Chambers. The City’s Planning and Development Services Department requests that you visit the
City website at www.stpete.org/meetings and contact the case planner for up-to-date information
pertaining to this case.

According to Planning and Development Services Department records, no member of the Community

Planning and Preservation Commission resides or has a place of business within 2,000 feet of the subject
property. All other possible conflicts should be declared upon the announcement of the item.

Case No.: 21-90200053

Address: 3052 7" Ave. N.

Legal Description: KENWOOD SUB BLK 9, LOTS 6 AND 7

Parcel ID No.: 14-31-16-46332-009-0060

Date of Construction: 1951

Local Landmark: Kenwood Section — Northwest Kenwood Local Historic District (18-90300008)
Owners: Joanna Kelly Huxster and Michael Tobias McCabe

Applicant: Andrew Chanak, Contractor

Request: Request for the approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness for the installation of

a front and side yard fence at a corner property in a local historic district

Historical Context and Significance

The Mid-Century Modern home at 3052 7t Ave. N. ("the subject property") was constructed in 1951 for
Leon Noel and his family by contractor Oscar Steinert, who had also served as the head contractor on the
construction of the Addison Mizner-designed Casa Coe da Sol in the 1920s. Although the subject property
offers a far more straightforward design than Mizner's opulent waterfront Boom-era mansion, the subject
property likewise provides a visual depiction of its own era of construction.

The north-facing facade occupies a prominent double-parcel and is dominated by the sleek horizontality
that would come to define the architecture of post-War Florida. It likewise features a broad masonry slab
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chimney, a typical Mid-Century Modern architectural feature. The second-story portion of the garage, an
unusual feature of such ranch-type homes, appears to have been added to the building plan while the
home was under construction "for use as a recreation room," according to the permit record. This portion
of the home perhaps depicts the changing wants and needs of post-War American families more than an
adherence to high architectural style but is an important aspect of Kenwood's social history nonetheless.

Because of the subject property's location within the Kenwood Section — Northwest Kenwood Local
Historic District, a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) is required for the installation of fences. Per the
City’s COA Matrix, front fences require review by the Community Planning and Preservation Commission
(CPPC).

Figure 1: Fagade of subject property from 7t Ave. N.

Project Description and Review

Project Description

The COA application (Appendix A) proposes the construction of a 3- to 4-foot scalloped picket fence to
wrap around the front and northern (front) portion of the street side yard at the subject property. Prior
to submitting this application, the property owner consulted with staff, who noted that vinyl is a less-
desirable material in historic districts than wood, according to the Design Guidelines for Historic Properties
in St. Petersburg. The applicant has provided information on both wood and vinyl picket fences to avoid
having to return to Commission in the event of a denial but have requested that the Commission consider
vinyl to be their primary choice. A statement has been included with the application.



CPPC Case No.: 21-90200053
Page 3 of 6

General Criteria for Granting Certificates of Appropriateness and Staff Findings

1. The effect of the proposed work on the landmark or the property upon which such work is

to be done.
Partially As discussed in the cases of proposals that have come before this Commission
consistent in the recent past, fences were less common during Kenwood's Period of

Significance than they are now, and open front yards appear to have been
particularly favored over individual fenced front gardens.

However, low fences with high transparency, such as that proposed here, have
become more common throughout the district to accommodate increased
recreational use of outdoor spaces. Because a low fence (whether wood or vinyl)
with high transparency will not obscure views of the residence (which is the
contributing resource at the property) and is easily reversible, staff considers
the proposal to be a partially consistent with this criterion.

2. The relationship between such work and other structures on the landmark site or other
property in the historic district.

Partially As noted, front fences were not common historically, but a number have been

consistent installed in the interim. Of the properties that face the intersection of 31 St. N.
and 7" Ave. N. (of which the subject property occupies the southeast corner),
the remaining three have 3-foot fences facing 7" Ave. N., although two appear
to predate the establishment of the subject district and one is the subject of a
Codes violation for installation without a Certificate of Appropriateness.

Figure 2: View of southwest (left) and northwest (right) corners of intersection facing subject property. Images
via Google Streetview

3. The extent to which the historic, architectural, or archaeological significance, architectural
style, design, arrangement, texture and materials of the local landmark or the property

will be affected.
Partially The proposed fence will create a partial visual enclosure of the subject
Consistent property's front yard, thus changing the historic rhythm of the streetscape.

However, the proposal (whether installed in wood or vinyl) features a low height
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and high transparency, thus preserving a degree of connection with the
streetscape.

4. Whether the denial of a Certificate of Appropriateness would deprive the property owner
of reasonable beneficial use of his or her property.

Consistent The stated reason for the proposal is to improve the safety of the front yard for
the resident family, who uses the space recreationally.

5. Whether the plans may be reasonably carried out by the applicant.

Consistent The proposed project appears to be appropriate under this criterion.

6. A COA for a noncontributing structure in a historic district shall be reviewed to determine
whether the proposed work would negatively impact a contributing structure or the
historic integrity of the district. Approval of a COA shall include any conditions necessary
to mitigate or eliminate negative impacts.

Not The primary house is a contributing element of the Kenwood Section —
applicable Northwest Kenwood Local Historic District.

Summary of Findings, Certificate of Appropriateness Review
Staff evaluation yields a finding of the following criteria being met by the proposed project:

0 General Criteria for Granting Certificates of Appropriateness: 5 of 5 relevant criteria fully
or partially satisfied.

As noted above and in the application, the applicant initially proposed a vinyl picket fence but has shown
flexibility and willingness to install wood instead. Vinyl is discouraged as a fence material in historic
districts by the Design Guidelines for Historic Properties in St. Petersburg. However, staff finds the
proposed low, scalloped picket vinyl design to be far more appropriate than solid panel vinyl fences that
have been discussed by this Commission in past cases. Due to the low height and high degree of
transparency of the proposed fence, staff recommends approval of the proposal.

Staff Recommendation

Based on a determination of general consistency with Chapter 16, City Code of Ordinances, staff
recommends that the Community Planning and Preservation Commission approve the Certificate of
Appropriateness request for the installation of a fence at 3052 7% Ave. N., a contributing property to the
Kenwood Section — Northwest Kenwood Local Historic District, with the following conditions:

1. As specified in the application, the fence will be no more than 4 feet at its highest point, and
approximately 3 feet at the lower edge of its "scallops."

A historic preservation final inspection will be required.

3. All other necessary permits shall be obtained. Any additional work shall be presented to staff for
determination of the necessity of additional COA approval.

4. This approval will be valid for 24 months beginning on the date of revocation of the local
Emergency Declaration.



Appendix A:
Application No. 21-90200053



Appendix B:
Maps of Subject Property
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loanna Huxster
3052 7 Ave N,

St. Petershurg, FL 33713

March 9, 2021

Laura Duvekot, Historic Preservationist ||

1 Fourth St N. St. Petershurg, FL (8" Fioar)

Laura.Duvekot@stpete.org

Dear Mrs. Duvekot,

|, Joanna Huxster, am writing this letter to indicate that | authorize Andrew Chanak to act on my behalf
with regards to the “certificate of appropriateness application”. The infarmation contained in the
application packet is an accurate description of the proposed work and we will conform to all conditions
of approval. Thank you for your assistance with this matter.

Sincerely,

J na Buxster
Ph: (484)459-8538

3/9/2021

TN Kelly R. Chanak
4 o Notery Public. State of Flondy
Commission No GG 243450
My Commussion Expires V730422

g
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310.00 KEN BURKE, CLERK OF COURT AND COMPTROLLER PINELLAS COUNTY, FL BY
DEPUTY CLERK: CLKlOO?Q?

Parmit Number
Parce! (D Number 14-31-16-48332-009-0060

NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT
State of Florida
County of Pinellas

THE UNDERSIGNED hereby gives notice that improvements will be made to certain real property, end In eccordance with Section 713,13 of the
Florida Stabutes, the following information fs provided in this NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT,

1. Description of property {/egal description); Kerwoad Suh Bk 9, Lots Gand 7
8) Streot {fob) Address; 3052 7ih Ave NSt Petersburg, FL 33713

2.Genersl description of improvements:
New front fance instalfatlon: 204' scalloped pleket fence w/ three gates,

3.0wner Informatlon or Lessea informatlon if the Lessee contracted for the Improvement:
a) Name and address; JoAnna Huxster - 3052 Tth Ave NSt Patersburg, FL 33713
bj Name and address of fee simpla fileholder {if diffsrent than Qwner listed above}
c) Interest in pmperty' owner
4.Contractor Information
a} Name and sddress; Andrew Ryan Ouidoor Diesign, LLC 10226 116th St Seminole, FL 33778
b) Telephons No,; 7272202210 Fax No.: {optional)
5.8urety {if applicable, a copy of the payment bond [s aftached)
a) Name and address; ne
b) Telephona No.:
c) Amount of Bond; §
6. Lender
a) Name and address: /a
b) Telephione No.:
7. Persons within the State of Florida designated by Owner upon whom notices or other Hocumentis may be served as provided by Sectlon
713,13 (1) {a) 7., Florida Stalutes:
a) Name and address: n/a
1) Telephone No.: Fax No.: {optional)
8. a) In add(Hon to himself or hersalf, Gwner designates of
to recoive a copy of the Lisnor's Motice as provided in Section 713,13 (1} (b}, Florlda Statules.
b} Phone Number of Person or entity designated by Owner: ;
9, Explration date of notice of commencement {the expitation date mey not be befare the completion of construction and final payment lo the
contractor, but will be 1 year from the date of recording unless a different date is specified): 20
WARNING TO OWNER: ANY PAYMENTS MADE BY THE OWNER AFTER THE EXPIRATION OF THE NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT ARE |
CONSIDERED IMPROPER PAYMENTS UNDER CHAPTER 743, PART |, SECTION 713,13, FLORIDA STATUTES, AND CAN RESULT IN YOUR | !
PAYING TWICE FOR IMFROVEMENTS TO YOUR PROPERTY A NOTICE OF COMMENCEMENT MUST BE RECORDED AND POSTED ON !
i THE JOB SITE BEFORE THE FIRST INSPECTION. IF YOU INTEND TO OBTAIN FINANCING, CONSULT WiTH YOUR LENDER OR AN |
ATTORNEY BEFORE COMMENCING WORK OR RECORDING YOUR NQTICE OF COMMENCEMENT. i

“Under penal erjury, ! declare that [ h ad {he foregoing nolice of commencement and that the facls stated therein are true to the best of my
knowledge abd befief,

Socwnio, Moy |
{Signature ofo@péor{.ema, r\{' jﬂa 's {Aulhorizat! OficarDiractor/Partnpelianager) Print Nama and Provide Stgnatony's Tie/nfica h
The foregoing instrumaent was a d bafore me By means of physlcal presence or an-line notarization, this gj day
of % 207 2=} s e {typs of authonty, e.g. officer, rustas, attomey tn fact)
for , 85
{Mame of Pereon} {type of autharfty, e.0. officer, Lustee, sttomey in facf)

far {rama of perty on behalf of whom Instrument watexecutad).
Personally Knewn_  [] P(icdiuced n R M l ')"

Typeof D T esr 1 ICenSe_  NotarySignature ()

Printname _{ 20 SSUt D

...........

Wil Pq,cﬁ LEAH GUTILLD
ﬁ 1: Notary Public - State of Florids
bV ué' Commission ¥ GG 132250

= Wy Camm, Expires May §, 2023
Bonded through Nalional Natary Assn,

A S———




Historic Preservation and Planning
Historic Kenwood

Dear Members of the Historic Preservation and Planning Division in Historic Kenwood,

Thank you for taking the time to review our proposal for a front yard fence at our home, 3052
7% Ave. North. My family and | are looking forward to the safety that this fence will help to
provide for our toddler. We love living in this neighborhood and spending time in our front
yard, and this will allow us to have more peace of mind while doing that.

Our first choice fence is not a traditional material and we realize that this type of fence has not
yet been approved. We have chosen a design and material (vinyl) that is identical to that which
exists in front of a house 3 blocks from ours in Historic Kenwood (the corner of 8" Ave. and 30
St.). It has high transparency and is not particularly shiny in the way that vinyl can be. We have
chosen vinyl for our fence because it holds up better and looks cleaner and better maintained
for longer. Painted wood becomes chipped and dirty much more quickly. We are hoping that
the aesthetics of this fence, the fact that it already exists in the neighborhood, and the
maintenance merits keeping the vinyl looking better for longer will work in our favor for
approval of this project.

We have included a backup proposal of a wooden fence, but sincerely hope that you will
approve the vinyl option. If this is not possible, we would like to thank you in advance for your
consideration of our back-up proposal. We would ltke to get this fence put in as soon as
possible for the safety of our son. As you know, the corner of 7*" and 31%, where our house is
focated, is quite a busy intersection and traffic dpes not seem to have slowed much despite thé
new traffic circle.

Thank you for your time!

Sincerely,

Jodnna Huxster

3052 7" Ave N.

St. Petersburg, FL 33713
484 459 8538
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